
 

 

 

 

 

 

For Immediate Release  

DISTRICT OPENS 2021-22 OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR AIKEN INNOVATE; 

ENROLLMENT PERIOD TO BE OPEN FROM FEBRUARY 5TH TO MARCH 1ST   

Aiken County Public Schools is pleased to announce open enrollment for AIKEN iNNOVATE, the 
school district’s full-time virtual program, for students in grades 6-12, for the 2021-22 school year. 
The district believes face-to-face instruction is best for early learners; therefore, a full-time virtual 
program will not be offered for Kindergarten through fifth grade for the 2021-22 school year. 
 
Registration for AIKEN iNNOVATE is open today, Friday, February 5, 2021, and will continue until 
Monday, March, 1, 2021, through the District’s online Parent Portal.  
 
“We are so excited to be able to offer parents and students a full-time virtual option for the 2021-
22 school year,” commented Aiken County Public Schools Chief Officer of Instruction, Jeanie 
Glover. “Many families have thrived in the virtual learning environment, and we want to be able 
to offer them that consistency in the next school year.” 
 
If during the summer it becomes apparent that schools will possibly operate on an altered 
schedule or with pandemic protocols in place, and/or if vaccines are not widely available for all 
age groups, registration will re-open for parents to select virtual programming.  
 
To register, students must be enrolled in Aiken County Public Schools, and parents must have a 
Parent Portal account. The enrollment form is located under the FORMS tab on the Parent Portal 
home page. This registration period is for those who are certain they wish to participate in full-
time virtual programming, and staffing will be determined by the number of enrollments during 
this registration period.  
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Parents who do not have a Parent Portal account should contact their home school. 
 
Students who participate in virtual courses will be scheduled based on grade level and course 
requests, not by school. Students will not necessarily be placed with other students or teachers 
from their home school.  
 
Students who enroll in virtual programming should be self-motivated and strong, independent 
learners. Students should regularly communicate with their teachers and attend required live 
sessions. For the 2021-22 school year, there will be an increased emphasis on live sessions; 
however, live session schedules will vary based on teacher and subject. Students will also need to 
log in daily to work on assignments as well as check email from teachers. Current performance in 
any virtual course work will be a consideration for any future Aiken iNNOVATE placement 
decisions. 
 
All applicable student fees still apply to virtual programming, including the technology fee and any 
extracurricular programming fees.  
 
Each student will be provided with a district-issued device. Students must have reliable Internet 
connectivity in order to participate in the full-time virtual program. If a student does not have 
Internet services in the home, a hotspot can be provided; however, families should ensure that 
the Internet is stable enough for students to successfully engage in virtual programming. Parents 
and students will be required to attend an orientation prior to the beginning of the school year. 
Several meeting options will be provided during the month of July. 
 
Students enrolled in AIKEN iNNOVATE will remain a part of their home school and will be eligible 
for extra-curricular activities. Permission to be on campus from the home school administration 
should be obtained prior to the start of the school year. Transportation will not be provided. 
 
All course offerings in the brick and mortar schools will not be available in a virtual setting. A 
complete listing of course offerings can be found by clicking on the following link: AIKEN iNNOVATE 
COURSE OFFERINGS for 2021-22. 
 
Students will be required to attend face-to-face for mandatory state summative assessments and 
exams.  
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